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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I Figures 1 -14 in the reply filed on 
February 28, 2006 is acknowledged. Claims 5-8, 21-24, 33, and 36 are withdrawn from 
further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected 
species, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-4, 9-20, 25-32, 34, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 and 15, the limitation first cable support surface and second cable 
pressing surface makes it unclear whether or not there is a second cable support 
surface and first cable pressing surface. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-4, 9-14, 34 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Swager (US 4,59,871 ). 
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Swager discloses a device comprising: a support member (10, 12) with a first 
cable engagement surface (38); and a cable fixing member (20) non-threadedly 
supported on said support member to rotate about a rotation axis, said cable fixing 
member having a second cable engagement surface (50), said cable fixing member and 
said support member being arranged and configured such that an inner wire (48) is 
secured between said first and second cable engagement surfaces in response to 
rotational movement of said cable fixing member to a cable fixing position from a cable 
release position (see Figs 4 and 5). 

Re claims 2 and 34, said cable fixing member (20) includes a cam portion (40) 
rotatably supported by said support member and an elongated lever portion (21) 
extending radially outwardly from said cam portion relative to said rotation axis (see Fig 
2), said cam portion having said second cable engagement surface (50). 

Re claim 3, said support member includes a base portion adapted to be coupled 
to the bicycle component (coupled through the wire) and a pair of axially spaced 
mounting portions (54) extending from said base portion with said cam portion of said 
cable fixing member rotatably supported between said mounting portions (see Fig 2). 

Re claims 4 and 35, said cam portion includes a pair of axial end surfaces (see 
Fig 5) and a peripheral cam surface concentrically arranged relative to said rotation axis 
and extending between said axial end surfaces (see Figs 5 and 6), and said base 
portion includes a peripheral retaining surface disposed relative to said peripheral cam 
surface to retain said cable fixing member relative to said support member when in said 
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cable fixing position and the inner wire is retained between said support member and 
said cable fixing member See Fig 4). 

Re claim 9, at least one of said mounting portions includes an axial retaining 
surface forming said first cable engagement surface and disposed opposite to one of 
said axial end surfaces, which forms said second cable engagement surface, said axial 
retaining surface being spaced from said axial end surface by a distance to squeeze the 
inner wire therebetween (see Figs 4 and 5). 

Re claim 10, said peripheral cam surface is configured and arranged to contact 
said peripheral retaining surface when said cable fixing member is located in said cable 
fixing position to frictionally prevent movement of said cable fixing member about said 
rotation axis (see Fig 5). 

Re claim 12, said cam portion is freely rotatably mounted on a pivot pin (22) that 
extends between said mounting portions of said support member. 

Re claim 13, each of said mounting portions of said support member includes an 
axial retaining surface disposed opposite to one of said axial end surfaces of said cam 
portion, said axial retaining surfaces forming said first cable engagement surface and 
said axial end surfaces forming said second cable engagement surface (see Fig 4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 1 and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a-3:30p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6217. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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